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Lucy M. Stanton (1875-1931)
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Oil, 1927

Canvas (in Frame), 36" x 46" (44" x 54")

The University of Georgia Collection

Hargrett Rare Books, Main Library

Photograph (1993) by Rick O’Quinn, Office of Public Information, The University of Georgia

- Charles Mercer Snelling, who led the University of Georgia from 1926 to 1932, was the last man to hold the
titte of University chancellor and the first to serve as chancellor of the University System of Georgia, which
was created in 1932. President Snelling’s six-year term was marked by a nearly one-third increase in
enroliment, important changes in entrance and degree requirements, and construction of Sanford Stadium,
Dawson Hall, and Joe Brown Hall. The State College of Agriculture and State Teachers College merged with
the University, while all engineering except agricultural was transferred to the Georgia Institute of
Technology.

~ Many outstanding faculty members joined the University during the Snelling administration, including Harmon
W. Caldwell, Law; George H. Boyd, Zoology and later Dean of the Graduate School; and Hugh Hodgson,
Music, who advanced the musical literacy of the state and the region. O.C. Aderhold, Education, later
became President of the University, and Hubert B. Owens, Landscape Architecture, became internationally
renowned for his work in environmental design.

The University’s greatest difficulty during these years was the Depression which began in 1929. When the
state failed to pay the monies appropriated by the General Assembly, the University was forced to borrow
$375,000. One of the major tasks of the newly established Board of Regents was the “financial rehabilitation"
of the institution.

An important painter of miniatures in the early 20th century, Lucy M. Stanton spent much of the period from
1902 until 1931 in Athens, the community she considered her home. In 1908, after working in Paris for a
year and a half, she returned to Athens and bought property at 552 Cobb Street, where she designed and
built a studio that also served as her home.

Lucy Stanton was employed by the University to paint portraits of administrators and to tutor professors on
the history of art and architecture. She brought the first traveling art exhibit to Athens at her own expense,
supported an art museum for Athens, and served as a consultant for University art purchases. Her paintings
are in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Philadelphia Academy of Art, the National Portrait Gallery in
Washington, D.C., and at Emory University.
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